
Dear Friend of Helping Hands, 

Registration for Project Apple Tree is underway! Project Apple Tree provides a brand new set of school supplies, outfit (jeans, a 
shirt, socks, and underwear), pair of shoes, and backpack to students in Belton or Academy ISD who cannot afford them. For the 
past 17 years, our community has ministered to thousands of students through Project Apple Tree, so every child can start their 
school year prepared to succeed. 

I am reaching out to let you know that this year, for the first time, we are asking families who participate in Project Apple Tree to 
purchase their child’s complete Project Apple Tree package for $5. This change was not made lightly. After significant prayer and 
consideration, we believe that giving parents the chance to purchase school supplies for their children at an affordable price offers 
parents the dignity that comes with being able to provide for their families. 

At Helping Hands, one of our core values is maintaining and restoring the dignity of the people we serve. Our hope for every 
single person who walks through our door is that they will know their worth is not found in any kind of value the world attaches to 
them, but in their creation by a loving God who made them on purpose and in His image, who loves them, delights in them, and 
knows every hair on their heads. 

Because we believe that God has called us to maintain and restore the dignity of our neighbors, we want to empower parents by 
giving them the opportunity to buy school supplies for their children. Asking for help is hard and humbling. There is a sense of 
equality that comes from being a shopper that is not found in being a recipient of charity. We have a chance to offer that dignity to 
our neighbors, while still making sure our community’s children are prepared for a successful school year. 

This change was not a financial decision. Project Apple Tree continues to be a program that is fully funded by individual sponsors 
and community supporters. An entire Project Apple Tree package costs between $60-$75 per child. All money paid by parents for 
their Project Apple Tree purchase will go straight back to the Project Apple Tree program. 

For many years, Project Apple Tree has provided children in our community with the chance to start the school year off prepared 
for success, and it will continue to do so in 2018. Thank you for supporting Project Apple Tree, and we hope that you will continue 
to join us as we work alongside our neighbors to fight poverty in our community. 

If you have any questions about Project Apple Tree or Helping Hands Ministry, please do not hesitate to contact me at 254-939- 
7355 or execdir@helpinghandsbelton.org. 

Sincerely, 

Tasha Roberts 
Executive Director 
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